
Minutes of the Newtown Common Management Committee 8th October 2015   
7.00pm in Newtown Village Hall 

 
Present:  Liz Ellis (LE), Simon Melville (SMe), Susan Wellman (SW), Sue Morris (SMo), Craig Regan 
(CR), Denise Anns (DA) and Simon Betts (SB). 
 

1. Apologies:  Colin Farrant. 
 

2. Approval of minutes of the last meeting. 
Amendments to item 9, 3rd paragraph, initials should read SMo. 
 

3. Matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda. 
SMe asked if anything had been done to recognise the work that Bob Miles had done for the 
NCMC up to his recent retirement.  LE advised that a letter had been sent by the Parish 
Council to Bob in May thanking him for his service. 
SMe raised the issue of Lily Beetle, he advised that it cannot be eradicated and that the 
heather attacked does come back after about 3 years. 
Natalie Hewett had lost a ruler whilst working on the common, SW had found one and 
would return to Andy Hewett. 
SMe was dealing with the pine tree that was leaning in the area to the south east of 
Jonathan Hill.  
SW advised that a large branch had fallen across the telephone cable feeding Old Lands and 
that there was also a fir tree leaning on another fir tree leading into Smith’s Field. It was not 
posing an immediate hazard to the public. It was thought that this may be the responsibility 
of Adbury Park Estate. Liz agreed to investigate this and bring it up at the next Parish Council 
meeting. 
 

4. HLS Fund Update. 
We currently hold £4140.00 in the fund. 
 

5. Report on Bracken Spraying 
£1340.00 had been spent on spraying 3 hectares of bracken. The effectiveness of this will be 
seen next summer. 
 

6. Heather/Scrub mowing. 
3 areas were identified for this year.  Last year we had 4 1/2 days work done, but this year 2 
days should suffice. It was agreed to use the same contractor as last year as the arisings 
need to be collected as well as cut and this is the only contractor that does that. 
SMo asked if there was any advantage in mowing the heather areas currently under attack 
by the beetle.  SMe replied that there was none. 
 

7. Scrub Clearance 
The felling licence should be received by the end of this month (October). Sparsholt College 
met with SMe and LE yesterday to discuss the work to be done.  Sparsholt College would like 
a contribution of £500 for doing this work.  A discussion followed and it was felt that this 
was good value.  We would hope to recoup some of the money from sales of firewood as in 
previous years.  In Area 1 everything other than large established trees to be felled, in the 
other areas the scrub would be reduced leaving a 20% woodland cover. 
LE would put an announcement in the Parish Magazine, also flyers advising of the intention 
to do this work would be circulated in the Adbury Holt area.  SMo agreed to distribute these. 
It was to be stressed that this work is under the HLS heathland management plan. 



SMe had noticed diseased trees in the area of Heatherdene  leaning towards the road.  He 
asked for volunteers to help him deal with these.  SMo, LE and CR offered their services.  
SMe will notify them when he is available. 
 

8. Rhododendron Treatment. 
SMe had been spraying the Rhododendron regrowth to the west of the Burghclere 
road.  This work will continue next year 2016. 
 

9. Green Gym. 
Green Gym had been working on the common, but were now working on Earlstone 
Common. They had worked on the top end of the gully and cleared more holly east of the 
B4640. Some of the holly still needed to be burnt. 
 

10. Volunteer Sunday Work Parties : 15th November2015. 
LE to put notice in the Parish Magazine and to put up posters. 
SMe to man the fire. 
LE to complete a risk assessment, provide water and first aid kit. 
CR to provide a stove and water. 
DA, LE and SMo to provide cakes. 
Work was to be done on the area to the west of Babs seat.  
It was agreed to have two further Sunday working parties on 10th January and 21st February 
2016. 
 

11. Any Other Business. 
SB suggested that a regular item on the NCMC agenda should be Tree Inspections.  He 
explained that he thought it important to document that we had considered whether trees 
were posing a danger or not.  All were in agreement. 
St Michaels School had asked for permission for their cadets to be on the common overnight 
on  15th October and all day on 6th December.  The school had undertaken to notify Police. 
SMo asked if a replacement for Bob Miles had been identified.  She had someone in mind.   
SMe advised that Tony Philby had seen a Greyling Butterfly on the common. 
 

12. Date of the next meeting is Thursday 11th February 7pm in Newtown Village Hall. 
 

 


