
Newtown Common: Enclosed with this newsletter is a leaflet 

entitled “Exploring Newtown” which was produced some years ago in 
association with Hampshire County Council. The leaflet includes a map 
of the parish and shows local walks.   
 
Nightjars have been heard both on the western common, north of 
Sheepwash as well as the main common. An evening walk was 
organised in June last year to hear the birds' distinctive “churring” and 
rangers from Greenham common will be carrying out a nightjar survey 
in June this year. A survey of reptiles on the common is also to be 
carried out this Spring. 
 
Three Sunday volunteer working parties this winter were well attended 
and a great deal was achieved.  The last working party in February 
helped to clear invasive holly from the Western Common, north of 
Sheepwash Lane. Thanks very much to everyone who came and 
contributed in some way. It is planned to continue this work further 
north to open up the footpath which runs parallel to the B4640 and 
which has become very overgrown. 
 
The newly repaired King George V Jubilee seat has been installed on the 
common to provide a place to sit and take in the views. 
 
The photograph below was taken in August last year and shows that 
mainly Ling Heather but also a fair amount of Bell Heather is growing 
and flowering well in the area where the pines were felled in the winter 
of 2012/13 
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Newtown Parish Assembly 

Friday 24th April 7 for 7.30 pm 

Newtown Village Hall 

 

Drinks and nibbles from 7 pm 

 

 Meet fellow residents 

 Meet your parish, borough and county 

Councillors 

 Raise any concerns on local matters 

 

 

 A Spring Day in Newtown! 



Newtown Parish Council: 

Parish Clerk:  Kathy Summers:  phone  01635 42064 

Email: clerk@newtown-pc.org.uk 

Chairman:  Tim Kelleher 

Councillors: Liz Ellis, Simon Betts, Craig Regan, Tony Webb 

April marks the end of the first year for the Parish Council elected at the local 

elections in 2014. Three new councillors were elected following the decision of 

Bryan Clarke, Anne Hutchins and Denise Anns not to stand for re-election. Our 

thanks are reiterated to the contributions made by all three of these councillors 

who gave unstintingly of their time and talent over many years. 

Consultation on the felling: The results of the ballot on the way 
forward on the tree felling were as follows:  

Turnout 59%; in favour of felling 52%; against felling 48%. Although the 
outcome of the ballot is narrowly in favour of felling, the parish council feels 
that local sentiment is too finely balanced to proceed at the moment. It has 
therefore been decided that there will be a moratorium on felling the 
additional 1.9 hectares of pine for a period of five years. 

We, together with the Common Management Committee, will continue to 
monitor the area already cleared in order to see how the heathland 
progresses. We will continue with the management of the rest of the 
heathland in the 10 year Higher Level Stewardship plan. This includes scrub 
clearance, bracken spraying and mowing.  

Lengthsman:  The parish has benefited from the services of a 

Lengthsman this year. This is effectively an HCC grant to enable us to 

undertake a range of repairs and small clearance projects on roadsides. We have 

used our allowance this year to make repairs to the bus shelter on the C45, to 

clear the western footpath on the B4640 of weeds and overhanging branches 

and to clean all road signage on both these roads. We are hopeful that the 

scheme will continue in the new financial year.  
 

Drainage issues: There have been a number of water drainage 

problems over the past year, including the road flooding on the C45 opposite 

the church and missing manhole covers on the B4640. The latter has now been 

largely resolved but the former is still in the process of being addressed by 

Hampshire highways, despite some very useful work having been 

undertaken by the owner of the land to the East of the C45. 

 

Superfast broadband: Hampshire County Council is supporting the 

introduction of superfast broadband to rural areas. The programme, however, 
covers different areas in two “waves” and Newtown is in the second wave, 
details of which will not be available until September of this year. This is a 
complex and challenging project which should lead to 95% of properties 
getting high speed broadband access.  
Further details can be found on the Hampshire County Council website at 
www.hampshiresuperfastbroadband.com . 

 

Sandleford: Concern about the impact of the proposal to build 2000 

new houses at Sandleford remains. The Bloor Homes open day outlined the 
rate of development with 400 houses being built initially. The developer is 
proposing to include primary schools, a local centre and a new Country Park. 
The plans are to be developed into an outline planning application, 
establishing how the site could be delivered over the next decade. The plan 
will include a commitment to allocate 40% of homes as social housing, which 
will be available for rental through a social landlord, typically a housing 
association. The access plan currently proposes access to Monks Lane but not 
directly onto the A339. 
The Parish Council has asked West Berkshire Council for an Environmental 
Impact Assessment on the B4640 as a consequence of the development. 

 

Communication:  Water damage and insect infestation has sadly 
reduced the notice board in Jonathan Hill car park to a sorry state and 
replacement is the only realistic solution. The parish council has applied for a 
grant to fund the replacement and we hope to hear in June whether the 
application has been successful. 
The parish website has been developed into a really useful facility. For a pretty 
comprehensive source of parish matters it is now a very good resource. 
Thanks are very much due here to our Parish Clerk, Kathy Summers. 
(www.newtown-pc.org.uk ) 
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