
Agenda for Parish Assembly 

1. Welcome by the Chairman 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Approval of minutes of the 2015 Parish Assembly  

4. Report on 2015-16 by the Chairman and committee 

5. Report from Borough Councillor, John Izettt 

6. Report from County Councillor Tom Thacker 

7. Village Hall report  

8. Open Forum  

9. Close 

DID YOU KNOW THAT NEWTOWN WILL BE 800 
YEARS OLD IN 2018? 

 

Celebrations: The upcoming anniversary should offer our parish 

the chance to arrange some suitable celebrations that will make 2018 a 
memorable year. We are open to all suggestions and would ask the 
community to offer their own. Ideas so far suggested include: 

Mummers play  Beating the bounds   
A 12th century banquet Son et lumière 
Firework display  Barber shop recital 
Morris dancing   Music concert 
Jousting   Craft and produce show 
Local art exhibition. 

Horris Hill has offered the use of their fields, marquee and kitchens. 
Please pass your own ideas on to our parish clerk at clerk@newtown-
pc.org.uk 

Litter Clearance: A litter clearance day is planned for Sunday 10th 

April. Meet at 10am by the B4640 letterbox. 
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Newtown Parish Assembly 

Thursday 14th April 7 for 7.30 pm 
Newtown Village Hall 

 

Drinks and nibbles from 7 pm 

Meet fellow residents 
Meet your Parish, Borough and County Councillors 

Raise any concerns on local matters 
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Newtown Parish Council   
Chairman:  Tim Kelleher 
Councillors:  Simon Betts, Craig Regan, Tony Webb 
Parish Clerk:  Kathy Summers, email: clerk@newtown-pc.org.uk 

It is now two years since your Parish Council was elected. Perhaps the two 
most concerning issues over this period have been planned building of 2000 
new houses in Sandleford and the provision of rural superfast broadband. 
These and other issues are addressed below. 

Sandleford: The Sandleford development planning application has now 

been formally submitted, but West Berks Council (WBC) has been reluctant to 
address our concerns about increased road traffic, pollution and local safety 
issues. Both our County Councillor, Tom Thacker, and our Borough Councillor, 
John Izett, have been gathering support to oblige West Berks to recognise our 
concerns. We have always questioned the road traffic forecasts and the West 
Berks own Highways Department has recently endorsed our concerns and 
demanded that the developer recalculate its proposals which WBC claims are 
inaccurate and out-of-date. The addition of an access road onto the A339 has 
raised further concerns. Our councillors are proposing new road signs which 
will direct traffic away from the B4640, as well as a review of where the new 
access should be built. Newbury Weekly News has given these concerns good 
coverage, including publishing a letter from the PC that outlines our particular 
worries. 

Superfast broadband: As mentioned in last year’s newsletter, 

Hampshire County Council (HCC) is supporting the introduction of superfast  
broadband to rural areas. The programme, however, covers different areas in 
two “waves” and leaves about 5% of the county without this improved 
coverage. Until 2 March we thought that the 5% included Newtown and 
Burghclere, but, following a meeting with HCC and BT in Winchester, it turns 
out that we are included in Wave 2 of the programme. We should all have the 
benefit of much faster speeds by the end of 2017 at the latest. Please ensure 
that you register on the HCC broadband website which will tell you when the 
work has been completed. Interested residents may also contact 
avconweb@gmail.com for further updates. 

Newtown Common:  Newtown Common is the responsibility of 

the Parish Council. Its management is funded by the Parish Council and 

Natural England through our Higher Level Stewardship grant.  

 

This year management has included clearance of holly in several areas, 

control of rhododendron, clearance under power lines west of B4640, 

bracken spraying, scrub clearance and thinning.  The work has been 

done by Sparsholt Agricultural College students, Green Gym and local 

volunteers. Twenty six local people turned out for the Sunday working 

parties. 

So what interesting wildlife has been found this year? Seven adders were 

found during a snake survey and at least three nightjars came again last 

summer. Firsts for this year were a Grayling, a specialist heathland 

butterfly, spotted on the eastern common and a woodlark. 60 species of 

fungi were found on a fungus foray. 

Very many thanks to all our volunteers especially Simon Melville and 

Tony Filbee. Also thanks to Bob Miles who has left the management 

committee after many years.  

More details on the common and its management can be found on our 

website www.newtown-pc.org.uk 

Lengthsman:  The work on the ditch near the Swan has been completed 

and has been running well in the recent heavy rain. Grips have also been dug 
out on the track to Coxes/Heath Cottage and again have worked well taking 
water off the track. A grip to clear the standing water near the Horris Hill 
notice board was unsuccessful as tarmac has built up at the edge of the track. 
In the remaining time available it was agreed to ask the lengthsman to install 
the plaque for the jubilee oak, clear the overgrown footpath to the north of 
Leigh House and clean the roadside signage. 

Drainage issues: The drainage problems on the C45 have not yet been 

properly resolved. Existing sand bags have not yet been replaced and although 
there is not an issue at present this may change when and if colder weather 
arrives. Our County Councillor, Tom Thacker, undertook to raise the matter 
with the appropriate officer in HCC. 

Communication:  The Jonathan Hill notice board has now been 

replaced with a smart new version. The old one was slowly falling apart so the 
PC was obliged to fund a decent replacement, which should last much longer. 
The parish website remains a really useful facility, and is a fairly 
comprehensive source for most things relating to the parish. (www.newtown-
pc.org.uk ). Thanks again are due to our Parish Clerk, Kathy Summers. 
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