
Phase 2 of the pine felling: Our 10 year Higher Level 

Stewardship plan involves felling a further one and half hectares of 

pines at the northern end of the Common to restore it to heathland.  The 

plan was approved in April 2012 with the condition that residents 

would be consulted again before the second phase was undertaken. As a 

start to this consultation, the Parish Council would welcome any 

comments you have to make so that these can be taken into account in 

the planning of this next phase. 

 

 
 

The map above shows the site of 2012 felling, and the proposed sites 

for the next phase. 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT NEWTOWN WILL BE 

800 YEARS OLD IN 2018? 

Newtown Parish Council 
 

Newsletter 2014  

 
 

 

 

 

Newtown Parish Assembly 

Friday 25th April 7 for 7.30 pm 

Newtown Village Hall 
 

Drinks and nibbles from 7 pm 

2 Besom brooms to be won 
 

 Raise any concerns on local matters 

 Meet fellow residents 

 Discuss future plans for tree felling 
 

Remember this is your parish  

we hope to see you on the night 

 Common working party 16th March 2014 



Newtown Parish Council: 

 
Parish Clerk:  Kathy Summers:  phone  01635 42064 

email clerk@newtown-pc.org.uk 

Chairman:  Tim Kelleher 

Councillors: Denise Anns  Bryan Clarke 

  Liz Ellis  Anne Hutchins 

 

The four year term of the Parish Council ends in May. Three 

councillors have indicated that they do not wish to stand again and so 

we will be looking for three new people. You perhaps?  It is an 

opportunity to contribute to your community and have your say in what 

happens locally.  Contact Tim or Kathy for more information. The last 

date for nominations is Thursday 24th April. 

 

Here is a sample of what the Parish Council has done this year: 

 The eastern pavement on the B4640 has been cleared of 

overgrowth and footpaths have been cleared of fallen trees. 

 The King George V Silver Jubilee seat has been restored and 

relocated to outside the Village Hall 

 We have objected on behalf of the parish to the proposed 

diversion of heavy goods vehicles along the B4640 and 

campaigned for a traffic survey to assess the volume and speed 

of traffic along our roads  

 We have assisted Newtown Church with a grant to help 

maintain the churchyard. 

 Under the management agreement of 1930, we manage 

Newtown Common – see next page 

 

Website: Our website is now on the internet so please have a look . 

The address is www.newtown-pc.org.uk. This will keep you up to date 

on Parish Council matters throughout the year. It also contains a history 

of Newtown and other useful information about our parish. Leaflets will 

still be distributed throughout the parish when necessary so that those 

who do not use the internet are not disadvantaged. 

Lengthsman:  In Victorian times, a lengthsman was employed to 

keep the ways through the parish in good repair. Starting in April, 

Newtown is joining a “lengthsman” scheme, funded by Hampshire 

County Council, which will pay for 50 hours work a year on, for 

example, clearing pavements of weeds, clearing drainage channels, 

minor repairs to noticeboards etc.  This will give the Parish Council the 

chance to commission work, instead of waiting until it rises to the top of 

HCC’s priorities list. 

 

Newtown Common:  The higher level stewardship scheme for 

restoring and enlarging the areas of lowland heath on the Common is 

now in its third year. The heather and gorse is growing well on the area 

where the pine trees were felled in October 2012. The annual mowing 

of patches of the Common is creating a more varied age structure to the 

heathland vegetation.   

 

During this winter, scrubby woodland, last cut in 1985, has been cleared 

from the southern part of the main Common and from the area 

adjoining the western end of Sheepwash. This work was done by 

students from Sparsholt Agricultural College supervised by their tutor. 

This formed part of their training for a qualification in Woodland 

Management, and they carried out the work in a neat and professional 

way for which we are very grateful. 

 

Three Sunday volunteer working parties this winter were well attended 

and a great deal was achieved.  The last working party in March 

attacked the remaining rubbish from the 2012 felling operation. Thanks 

very much to everyone who came and contributed in some way. 

 

Thanks are due to Newbury and Thatcham Green Gym, people who 

volunteer as a way of taking exercise, who have done sterling work 

throughout the winter guided by Simon Melville and Bob Miles. 

 

We have made good progress with our long term plan for the heathland 

areas. Please turn over to read about the second phase. 

mailto:clerk@newtown-pc.org.uk
http://www.newtown-pc.org.uk/

