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NEWTOWN PARISH COUNCIL  

Hampshire 

Minutes of a meeting of Newtown Parish Council held on Thursday 9th May 2018 at 
7.30pm at Newtown Village Hall. 

 

Present:   Chairman:  Tim Kelleher 

Councillors:      Tony Webb, Nick Adlam  

In attendance:  Clerk:  Sally Scrivener 

3 members of the public 

      

1. Apologies  Sean Curry 
 

2. To receive the Councillors’ declarations of acceptance of office 
The declarations were completed and signed by those present. It 
was agreed by all members that Mr Curry be permitted to sign his 
declaration of acceptance of office prior to or at the next meeting 
of the council. 

 
3. Election of Chairman for 2018/19 

Proposed by Tony Webb and seconded by Nick Adlam, Tim Kelleher was elected 
unanimously. 
 

4. To receive the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office 
The declaration was completed and signed by Tim Kelleher. 
 
OPEN FORUM – Recent tree works on the common were an area of concern for 
a small number of residents. Concerns were raised by residents that the area 
felled was nearer to half an acre than the stated fifth of an acre.  This assessment 
was disputed and the Parish Council (PC) was aware that the winter work plan as 
set out by the Common Management Committee may have cleared a greater 
area more comprehensively than intended.  The PC undertook to be more 
specific in the future.  It was pointed out that what was described as clear felling 
by some was defined as scrub clearance, thinning or selective felling by others.  
The new guidelines lay down definitions of mature trees and felling of any tree 
with a diameter over 12”at chest height must be agreed by the PC.  The 
committee agreed that there may have been some over-enthusiasm at the 
concerning site but that the next phase of planned work was planned to be on 
the Western side of the common.  The chairman reiterated that there will be no 
more clearance work done on the Eastern side of the Common but regular 
maintenance will continue to be needed to prevent the area falling back into the 
poor condition that currently exists on the Western side.  It was pointed out that 
the PC cannot monitor the detail of all work that goes on and welcomed more 
people showing an interest in Common work.  In this context Robert Sugden’s 
offer to join the CMC was welcomed by the PC. 
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5. Election of Vice Chairman 

Nominated by Nick Adlam and seconded by Tim Kelleher, Tony Webb was 
elected unanimously. 
 

6 Completion of Declarations of interests forms 

Councillors were reminded that they must complete and submit a register of 
members’ interests form within 28 days of their election.  
 

7. Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interests. 

 

8. Dispensation under s.33(2) Localism Act 2011 

Councillors were reminded that in view of the fact that all members reside 
within the parish they should apply to the clerk for a dispensation to enable 
them to consider and vote upon matters relating to the budget and precept. 
 

 
9. Appointment of representatives to outside bodies 
 Village Hall Committee – Nick Adlam would continue on the committee.  
 
10. Appointment to committees 

Newtown Common Management Committee – Sean Curry would continue on 
the committee. 

 
11. Approval and signing of the minutes of the meeting held on 21st February 2018 

The minutes were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.  
Nominated by Tim Kelleher and seconded by Nick Adlam 

 
12. Report for “News from the Villages” 

Tony Webb stated that the June edition would not include an update but the 
proceedings of this meeting would feature in the July edition. 

 
13. Report from district and/or county councillor 

There was no report from the district or county councillor 
 

14. Matters arising from the Parish Assembly 
 a) It was agreed that consideration by the Common Management 
committee be given to the suggestion by John Roskill that the holly stumps, after 
cutting down, are killed using the chemical Garlon to prevent regrowth 
b) It was suggested that an advert be placed in the Parish Magazine to 
encourage parishioners to help themselves to wood piles left on the common 
c) The continued problem of bicycles and horses on footpaths need to be 
addressed. It was agreed to include a paragraph on this when the next “News 
from the Villages” is written.  It was agreed to ensure that copies of the byways 
notice is on all noticeboards and signage to be placed along footpaths at 
appropriate places.  
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15. Highways and traffic issues 
 The on-going flooding problem at the “Swan PH” is being addressed by Nick 
Adlam, who reported that he had finally made contact with someone from the 
highways department.  It was noted that the drain had been cleared on 21/4, 
however Nick has requested a site visit to discuss why this is not a satisfactory 
result. 
 

16.  Planning and development control 
a) Hill Farm, 16/02230/FUL - pending 
b) Bramblecombe 18/00350/HSE - granted 

 
17. Newtown Common 

a) Update by Chairman of the Common Management Committee 
A report was not available 

b) On-going tree issues 
A fallen tree had been reported to the council resting on BT wires at the end 
of Broken Way. Both Tim Kelleher and Tony Webb went to inspect this.  Tony 
Webb spoke to BT Openreach who agreed to visit.  They decided this was a 
HCC problem, however the tree had been removed by the next morning. 

18.  Finance reports                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
a) To consider and approve & sign supporting documents for audit 
The internal auditor’s Corporate Governance Questionnaire had been 
completed by the chairman and had subsequently been circulated. It was 
agreed by the council and signed by the chairman. 
 
b) To consider, approve and sign Statement of Accounts and Annual Return, 
2017/18 
Copies of the draft documents had been circulated prior to the meeting. The 
chairman checked the year end bank reconciliation to the cash book and the 
bank statements. It was agreed that the Receipts and Payments Account, Bank 
Reconciliation, Explanation of Significant Variances, Supporting Statement and 
Expenditure over £100 be approved and signed by the clerk and the Chairman. 
 
The Annual return was considered 
It was agreed that Section 1, the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return 2017/18 be completed to the effect that: 
1. The Parish Council has prepared its Accounting Statements in accordance 
with the Accounts and Audit Regulation. 
2. The Parish Council has made proper arrangements and accepted 
responsibility for safeguarding the public money and resources in its charge. 
3. The Parish Council has only done what it has the legal power to do and has 
complied with proper practices in doing so. 
4. The Parish Council has during the year given all persons interested the 
opportunity to inspect and ask questions about the council’s accounts. 
5. The Parish Council has considered the financial and other risks it faces and 
has dealt with them properly. 
6. The Parish Council has arranged for a competent person, independent of the 
financial controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of the council. 
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7. The Parish Council has responded to matters brought to its attention by 
internal and external audit. 
8. The Parish Council has disclosed everything it should have about its business 
activity during the year including events taking place after the year end if 
relevant. 
Resolved that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return be signed by 
the Chairman and the clerk. 
 
It was agreed that Section 2, Accounting Statements reflected the figures in 
the Statement of Accounts.  
Resolved that Section 2, Accounting Statements 2017/18 be signed by the 
clerk and the Chairman. 
 
c) To receive the report on the budget for 2017/18 
The chairman checked the bank balances shown on the budget to the bank 
statements. 
d)  To consider and approve insurance renewal 

The renewal quote has not yet been received but it was agreed that it needs 
to be reviewed and possibly extended 
 

19. Approval of payments 
To ratify the following payments: 

635 Premier Grounds Carpark 852.00 

636 HMRC PAYE 85.80 

637 Mrs S Scrivener Pay and Expenses 585.05 

638 HALC Affiliation 159.00 

639 Dale Valley Training Tree Survey Course 186.00 

To approve the following payments: 

640 T Kelleher Parish Assembly 30.55 

641 Open Spaces Society Membership 45.00 

 
20. Lengthsman 

 The clerk outlined the new system for managing the lengthsman scheme which 
had been put forward by the St Mary Bourne clerk who is the co-ordinator for 
the cluster to which we belong.  We have been allocated set hours in particular 
months and there needs to be consideration of how to use the hours 
beforehand.  A document had previously been circulated indicating the types 
of work available.  It was agreed that the lengthsman could be used to put up 
the no cycling and horses signs which would need to be purchased.  
Nick Adlam undertook to create a map to be used to carry out this project.  It 
was also agreed to invite the lengthsman to give an opinion on the proposed 
improvements to parking at the village hall. 

 
21. Correspondence 

Receipt of acknowledgement for external audit exemption form received 
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Environmental Stewardship claim form completed and sent 

VAT refund return completed 

All other correspondence has previously been circulated 
20. Date of next meetings 

Wednesday  11th  July 2018 at 19:30 
Tuesday 6th  November 2018 at 19:00 
Monday  7th January 2019 at 19:00 
Tuesday 5th February 2019 at 19:00 
Tuesday 9th April 2019 Parish Assy at 19:00 for 19:30 start 

 

The meeting closed at 21:10 pm 

 

 

 

Signed         Date 


