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Chair ……….,,,,,,, 

NEWTOWN PARISH COUNCIL  

Hampshire 

Minutes of a meeting of Newtown Parish Council held on  

Wednesday 22nd  July 2020 at 7:00pm (virtually) 

 

Present:  Chairman:   Tony Webb 
Councillors: Tom Reseigh, Nick Adlam, Sean Curry 

 
In attendance: Clerk:   Rebecca Cloke 
    
 

1. Apologies  
Tim Kelleher 
 

2. Election of Chairman for 2020-21 
Proposed by Nick Adlam and seconded by Sean Curry, Tony Webb was elected 
unanimously. 
 

3. To receive the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office 
It was agreed that the declaration would be completed and signed by Tony Webb 
prior to the next meeting of the council. 
 

4. Election of Vice Chairman for 2019-20 
Proposed by Nick Adlam and seconded by Sean Curry, Tom Reseigh was elected 
unanimously. 
It was agreed that the declarations of acceptance of office would be completed 
prior to the next meeting of the council.  
 

5. Declarations of Interest 
None 
 

OPEN FORUM – none 
 

6. Appointment of representatives to outside bodies 
Village Hall Committee – It was acknowledged that Mrs J Pilkington was now Chair 
of the Village Hall Committee and whilst there was not a Parish Council 
representative on the committee, Tom Reseigh had established a link with the 
Village Hall Committee through the Village Hall car park fund raising. 
 

7. Appointment to committees 
Newtown Common Management committee – Sean Curry would continue as 
Chair on the committee. 
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8. Approval and signing of the minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2020. 
The minutes were verbally approved by the Council to be signed by the Chairman 
prior to the next council meeting.  Nominated by Tony Webb and seconded by 
Sean Curry. 
 

9. Report for “News from the Villages” 
Tony Webb commented that he would be compiling the update for August edition 
of “News from the Villages”. 

 

10. Report from the Borough and/or County Councillor 

Absent 
 
11. Update from N. Hants Parish Council meeting 

Tony Webb briefed that he had attended a meeting with other local PC Chairs 
(Burghclere, East Woodhay, Highclere and Ashmonsworth).  Discussion matters 
had included the proposed Sandleford Development, Access to the Newtown 
Recycling Centre for Hampshire residents and IT provision for Parish Councils. 
 

12. Highways and Traffic Issues 
Water leak on the C45.  
The Parish Council has further reported this issue to Hampshire Highways as the 
issue has got considerably worse recently.  The Parish Council will continue to 
monitor and await a response form Hampshire Highways. 
 
Speeding on B4640 
Local residents have reported incidents of excessive noise generated by 
motorbikes racing along the B4640 at high speeds during the late evening, 
especially at the weekends.  The Parish Council have reported the issue to 
Hampshire Constabulary, the local PCSO and also Cllr Thacker.  Hampshire 
Constabulary have advised that residents should call the non-emergency police 
telephone number (101) when incidents occur.  The Parish Council will continue 
to monitor the issue and consider what other actions can be pursued. 
 
Car on Newtown Common 
It was reported that a car, that had been previously reported as parked on the 
common with an individual in residence in the vehicle, had been spotted on more 
occasions on the common.  The car had been reported to the local PCSO who 
had been unable to locate the vehicle when they visited the area but had run 
checks on the vehicle to ensure its road worthiness. The PCSO had previously 
responded that the vehicle was not committing a crime by parking on the 
common and therefore there was little they could do however the Common 
byelaws clearly state that vehicles should not be parked on the common and no 
one should take up temporary residence on the common.  
Tony Webb to email Chris Jeliffe for advice on the issue. 
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13. Waste Recycling 
The Chair briefed the council on the update that he had received from Cllr John 
Izett regarding the temporary arrangement that had been proposed to extend 
the current blue pass system for Hampshire residents to use the Newtown 
Waste Recycling Centre for a further twelve months.  This would be funded 
jointly between Hampshire County Council and Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council.  Following this transition period West Berkshire would 
introduce a scheme to charge Hampshire residents £5 per visit.  In addition HCC 
have committed to exploring sites for an additional Recycling Centre location 
possibly near Kingsclere.  Newtown Parish Council thanks Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Councillors, Cllr Izettt, Cllr Rhatigan and Cllr Falconer for 
pursuing this on behalf of local residents and for providing the partial funding 
for the scheme to continue. 
The Chair also briefed that weekly refuse collections (that had been reduced due 
to coronavirus) would recommence from Monday 17th August. 
 

14. Village Hall Car Park Proposal and funding 
Rebecca Cloke briefed the council on the funding so far secured for the Village 
Hall car park project.  £2,500 from the Good Exchange, £2,500 from Newtown 
Parish Council, £2,500 from the Village Hall funds, £1,000 from the County 
Council small projects funding.  An application decision for a £2,500 grant from 
Calor Gas rural projects scheme was still to be received.  Total funding secured 
£8,500 leaving £2,500 further funding to be secured.  Thanks were given to 
Rebecca Cloke and Tom Reseigh for the fund raising efforts so far.  It was 
acknowledged that as so much funding had been secured, the Parish Council 
could consider using some of the grant from Horris Hill to ensure the project 
goes ahead.  Tom Reseigh to liaise with the Village Hall committee to establish 
whether any other fund raising could take place to utilise the offer of Match 
Funding from the Good Exchange. 
 

15. Planning and development control 
a) 16/02230/FUL - Hill Farm – there was no further update from B&D regarding 

this application and it appears not to be being pursued. 
b) 18/02095/OUT - 3 Castle Cottages – granted on appeal   

The council discussed that the land had been put up for sale and an offer had 
been accepted.  It is unclear as to whether the sale has completed as yet but 
so far there has been no application for access to the site.   

c) 20/00068/LBC – Holly Cottage - refused 
d) 20/00127/HSE – Holly Cottage - refused 
e) 20/00738/RET – Holly Cottage - granted 
f) 20/01162/LBC - Burghclere Cottage - granted 
g) 20/01681/OOBC – Sandleford Park – submitted – The Chair has contacted the 

Principle Planning Officer at Basingstoke and Deane restating the Parish 
Council’s concerns of the impact of increased traffic through the Parish as a 
result of the development requesting that she reviews the plans and 
specifically the traffic analysis on the Parish Council’s behalf. 

h) 20/01744/FUL – Newtown Court Farm – Two councillors are due to visit the 
property to review the plans on the 28th July. 
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16. Newtown Common  

The Chairman of the Common Management Committee briefed the council on the 
work that had been completed on the west side of the common utilising the allocated 
lengthsman hours.  A walk around had been carried out in June to agree the winter 
work schedule. 
He further briefed the council that there was a lot of wood available for sale on the 
common.  It was agreed that the clerk would advertise the wood for sale.   
The Chairman of the CMC and the Clerk acknowledged that they had received prompt 
responses from Hampshire County Council when tree issues had been reported. 
It was acknowledged that the Higher Level Stewardship Agreement would come to 
an end in 2021 and it was hoped that Hampshire would assist again in the next 
agreement application.  The Chairman of the CMC to contact HCC to seek advice with 
regards to the agreement application if the scheme is still available.  
A councillor commented that there had been further vandalism to the “no cycling” 
signs that the Parish Council had erected across the common.  It was acknowledged 
that there was nothing further that could be done to prevent the cycling on the 
common as per the Common Byelaws but that the Parish Council would continue to 
monitor the situation.  
 

17. Lengthsman Scheme 
Sean Curry briefed the council that the lengthsman hours in August and October 
would be allocated to clearing the B4640, clearing the grit / drainage on the C45 and 
clearing Adbury Holt. (time allowing) Thanks were given to SC for ensuring the 
lengthsman hours were utilised effectively. 
 

18. Newtown IT requirements 
The Chair briefed the council on measures that another local Parish Council had 
put in place as a result of a recent Freedom of Information request. 
Emails – It was discussed whether there was a requirement for Parish Councillors 
to have a specific email for Parish Council use or a collective email however on 
discussion it was proposed that councillors continue to use their own email 
addresses but to ensure that the Clerk is copied to all correspondence in order 
that all emails an be stored in one location. 
Social Media – It was decided that the Clerk would launch a Facebook page for 
the Parish Council to communicate local news and events.  It was acknowledged 
that there may not be much uptake but that it could be trialled for the rest of the 
year to monitor the uptake. 
Website accessibility requirements – The Clerk reminded the council of the 
regulations due to come into force in September 2020 and the need to take action 
before the deadline.  Clerk / TR to further review the regulations. 
 

19. Finance reports 
a) To receive the report on the budget for 2020/21 
The chairman checked and signed the bank balances shown on the budget to the 
bank statement. 
b) Review and adopt updated Financial Regulations 
The document had been circulated prior to the postponed meeting in March 
and had been reviewed and agreed via email - adopted 
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c) Review and adopt updated Standing Orders 
The document had been circulated prior to the postponed meeting in 
March and had been reviewed and agreed via email - adopted 

d) Review and adopt updated Risk Register 
The document had been circulated prior to the postponed meeting in 
March and had been reviewed and agreed via email - adopted 

e) To consider, approve and sign the Statement of Accounts and Annual 
Return 2019/2020 
The chairman checked the year end bank reconciliation to the cash book and 
the bank statements. It was agreed that the Receipts and Payments Account, 
Bank Reconciliation, Explanation of Significant Variances, Supporting 
Statement and Expenditure over £100 be approved and signed by the clerk 
and the Chairman. 

f) The Annual return was considered 
It was agreed that Section 1, the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
2019/20 be completed to the effect that: 
1. The Parish Council has prepared its Accounting Statements in accordance with 
the Accounts and Audit Regulation. 
2. The Parish Council has made proper arrangements and accepted 
responsibility for safeguarding the public money and resources in its charge. 
3. The Parish Council has only done what it has the legal power to do and has 
complied with proper practices in doing so. 
4. The Parish Council has during the year given all persons interested the 
opportunity to inspect and ask questions about the council’s accounts. 
5. The Parish Council has considered the financial and other risks it faces and has 
dealt with them properly. 
6. The Parish Council has arranged for a competent person, independent of the 
financial controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether internal 
controls meet the needs of the council. 
7. The Parish Council has responded to matters brought to its attention by 
internal and external audit. 
8. The Parish Council has disclosed everything it should have about its business 
activity during the year including events taking place after the year end if 
relevant. 
 
Resolved that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return be signed by 
the Chairman and the clerk. 
It was agreed that Section 2, Accounting Statements reflected the figures in the 
Statement of Accounts.  
Resolved that Section 2, Accounting Statements 2019/20 be signed by the clerk 
and the Chairman. 
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20. Approval of payments 
To ratify the following payments: 

 

693 Vision ICT Website hosting 180.00 
694 Zurich Insurance 288.38 
695 Premier Grounds Maintenance 226.80 
696 Open Spaces Subscription 45.00 
697 R Cloke expenses Virus protection / stamps 110.71 
698 Newtown Village 

Hall 
Hall hire 120.00 

699 R Cloke salary Prior yr salary adj’ment 22.05 
700 S Scrivener salary Prior yr salary adj’ment 18.90 
701 HMRC PAYE 36.00 
702 Rebecca Cloke Clerk’s Salary 609.02 
703 R Cloke expenses Microsoft fee 59.99 
704 HALC Annual fees 180.28 

705 Zurich Insurance 365.14 
 

To approve the following payments: 
 
706 Premier grounds Waste charges 52.99 
707 Rebecca Cloke Clerk’s salary 583.34 
708 HMRC PAYE 29.60 

 
21. Correspondence 

All correspondence had previously been circulated 
 

22. Date of next meetings 
A date for the following meeting was set for Tuesday 22nd September. 
 

The meeting closed at 8:30pm 

 

 

 

Signed         Date 


